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SURAH-73 

AL-MUZZAMMIL 

This Makki Surah takes its title from word “al-Muzzammil”, in the very first verse, 
a word which describes the Prophet as one who had enwrapped himself in his cloak. 
It is one of the earliest Surahs of al-Qur’an having been revealed at Makkah except 
the last verse which is reported to have been revealed at Madinah as it mentions 
fighting and Zakat regarding which injunctions were received at Madinah.   

According to authentic Hadith literature, after receiving the first revelation at Hira, 
the Prophet hurried to his house and told his wife Khadijah to wrap him up in his 
cloak. Afterwards for some time it became his routine to get himself enwrapped 
whenever he received a revelation. Therefore, in this Surah as well as in the 
subsequent one he has been addressed as one who had covered himself in garments. 

This Surah provides a sort of training course to prepare the Prophet to shoulder 
the most difficult responsibilities of the highest office of a messenger of Allah. He has 
been exhorted to rise during the night, stand up in prayer for half the night or for 
little more or less of it, and chant the Qur’an in a measured tone. He has also been 
enjoined to remember Allah and devote himself exclusively to Him. He is asked to 
bear with patience what they (the Makkan pagans) say and part from them gracefully. 
Allah will Himself deal with these people as He dealt with Pharaoh who rejected His 
messenger Moses. 

In the last verse Allah has somewhat lightened the burden of the Prophet and his 
companions who made up a routine of standing up in worship for two third or 
sometimes for one-half or one-third of night. As it was not possible for them to 
continue this routine particularly when sick persons, travelers, and fighters for the 
cause of Allah were among them, so Allah allowed them to stand up in worship and 
recite the Quran as much as they could easily do. 
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Lesson-341 :  
Instructions to Muhammad 

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 

1. O you (Muhammad) enwrapped one! 

2. Stand up (in prayer and worship) all night 
except a little. 
3. Half of it (night) or a little less than that. 

4. Or add a little thereto, and chant the Quran in 
measured tone. 
5. Soon We are going to place on you heavy 
word. 
6. No doubt, the rising at night is most effective 
for controlling the self and most suitable for 
understanding the Word of Allah. (the Quran). 
7. Verily, during day you have prolonged 
occupation (with worldly affairs) to deal with. 
8. So remember the name of your Lord and 
devote yourself to Him with a complete devotion 
(during night). 
9. Lord of the East and the West; there is no God 
save Him. So take Him alone as your Defender. 

10. And bear with patience what they say and part 
from them with a good parting. 

11. And leave Me to deal with the rejecters who 
are owners of good things (of life), but give them 
respite for a while. 

12. Verily, with Us are fetters and a raging Fire 
(for them). 
13. And food which chokes, and a painful torment. 

14. On the Day when the earth and the mountains 
will rock, and the mountains become heaps of 
shifting sand. 

15. Verily, We have sent to you a messenger 
(Muhammad) to be a witness against you, as We 
sent a messenger (Moses) to Pharaoh. 

16. But Pharaoh disobeyed the messenger, so We 
seized him with a firm grip. 
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17. Then how, if you disbelieve, will you save 
yourselves on the Day which will make the 
children grey-headed. 

18. The heaven will split asunder on it, and His 
promise will be fulfilled. 
19. Verily, this is an admonition. So let him who 
wants, take the right way to his Lord. 

20. Verily, your Lord knows that you stand up (in 
worship) nearly two- thirds of the night, and 
sometimes one-half or one-third of it, and so do a 
group of those with you. And Allah has measure 
of the night and day. He knows that you will not 
be able to keep it on, so He has turned to you in 
mercy; therefore recite from the Quran as much as 
you easily can. He knows that there are some sick 
people among you, there are some who travel in 
the land to seek bounty of Allah, while there are 
some others who are fighting for the cause of 
Allah. So recite of it as much as is easy for you, 
and establish prayer, and pay Zakat (obligatory 
charity) and lend to Allah a goodly loan. And 
whatever good you send before you for 
yourselves, you will surely find it with Allah, 
better and greater in reward. And seek forgiveness 
of Allah. Surely, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 
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SURAH-74 

AL-MUDDATHTHIR 

This Makkan Surah takes its name from word Al-Muddaththir in its first verse, a 
word which describes the Prophet as one who is enveloped in cloak. It is one of the 
very earliest Makkan revelations. 

According to very authentic traditions, the first five verses of Surah 96 were 
revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) at the cave of Hira in 610 A.D. when he was forty. 
Then for some time, a period of six months to three years according to different 
views, the revelation remained suspended. This period is called Fatrat al Wahi (break 
in revelation). It was a time of greatest distress for Muhammad (PBUH). The absence 
of revelation sometime would lead him to believe that his earlier experience in the 
cave of Mount Hira was merely an illusion. “Sometime he would go to the tops of the 
mountains to throw himself down. But whenever he stood on the edge of a peak, the 
Angel Gabriel would appear and tell him that he was messenger of Allah. This would 
console him and restore to him his peace of mind”. (Ibn Jarir quoted by Syed Abul Ala 
Maududi). After this period of break in revelation expired, the Prophet heard one day, 
according to a tradition, a call from heaven and saw that the same angel who had 
visited him in the cave of Hira was sitting on a throne between the heaven and the 
earth. This struck terror in his heart and he quickly reached his house and said: 
“cover me up.” So he was covered up with a quilt. At that time, this Surah was 
revealed to him. Although some of its verses might have been revealed at some later 
time, yet there is no doubt that this Surah is among the earliest revelations. 

The central theme of this Surah is to ordain the Prophet to begin public preaching 
of Islam, as until then, the Prophet was doing the work of Da’wa (preaching) privately 
among his family and close friends. Despite its earlier origin, this Surah outlines 
almost all the fundamental principles of the Quranic teachings: Oneness of God, 
Prophethood to guide mankind, life after death, resurrection, judgement, reward and 
punishment, Paradise, and Hell. 

In verses 1-7 of this Surah, the Prophet has been enjoined to keep himself clean, 
to magnify his Lord, to remain patient and rise up and warn the people. In verses 8-
10 a brief reference is made to the Day of Resurrection which would be a very difficult 
day for the disbelievers. Verses 11-26, according to many commentators, refer to the 
behaviour of Walid bin Mughirah, without naming him, about the Prophet and the 
Qur’an. He was one of the chiefs of Quraish and though convinced of the truth of the 
Qur’an and of Muhammad (PBUH), did not believe. When the Prophet started 
preaching Islam, he suggested to the Quraish that in order to restrain the Arabs from 
believing in Muhammad, they should start propaganda that he is a sorcerer and what 

www.shaufi.com



Surah-74    697   
 

 

 

697

he says is magic and not word of Allah. Verses 27-48 draw a dreadful picture of Hell 
and tell about the punishment of the rejecters of truth in the terrible fire of Hell. The 
matter of particular interest in these verses is the information that nineteen angels 
have been put over Hell as its guards. In the remaining verses the cause of the 
aversion of disbelievers has been highlighted and (that is) that they want to be given 
open Scrolls from Allah.  

 

www.shaufi.com



Surah-74    698   
 

 

 

698

 
Lesson-342 :  
Instructions to Muhammad  

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 

1. O you (Muhammad) enveloped in cloak. 

2. Stand up and warn! 

3. And proclaim the greatness of your Lord. 

4. And purify your clothes. 

5. And shun pollution (of idols and evils). 

6. And do not show favour (to others) to expect 
more (from them). 
7. And be patient for the sake of your Lord. 

8. So when the Trumpet is blown. 

9. Surely, that Day will be a very hard day. 

10. For the disbelievers, it will be far from easy. 

11. Leave me (to deal) with him whom I created 
alone. 
12. And then bestowed on him abundant wealth. 

13. And sons who remain present with him. 

14. And made life smooth for him. 

15. Yet he desires that I should give more. 

16. Never, not at all. Because he has been 
stubbornly denying Our revelations. 
17. Soon I shall make him climb a slippery 
mountain (in Hell). 
18. Verily, he pondered and then devised a plan. 

19. May he perish, how he planned. 

20. Again, he may perish, how he planned. 

21. Then he looked around. 
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22. Then he frowned and showed displeasure. 

23. Then he turned away in pride. 

24. Then he said: This is nothing but a magic from 
old. 

25. This is nothing but the word of a human being.  

26. Soon I shall cast him into burning-fire. 

27. And what will make you understand what the 
burning-fire is. 
28. It leaves nothing, it spares none. 

29. It burns the human bodies. 

30. Over it are nineteen. 

31. We have appointed only angels as wardens of 
Hellfire, and their number We have made to be a 
trial for the disbelievers, that the People of the 
Scripture may have certainty and that the believers 
may increase in faith; and that the People of the 
Scripture and the believers may not doubt; and 
that those having disease in their hearts and 
disbelievers may say: What Allah means by this 
example. Thus Allah sends astray whom He wants 
and guides whom He wants. And none knows the 
hosts of your Lord save Him. And this is nothing 
else than a Reminder to mankind. 

32. Nay, by the moon. 

33. And the night when it departs. 

34. And the dawn when it comes. 

35. Verily, this is one of the greatest (signs). 

36. A warning to mankind. 

37. To any of you who wants to go forward or to 
lag behind. 
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38. Every soul is a pledge for what it has earned. 

39. Except those on the right. 

40. In Gardens (Paradise) they will ask one 
another. 
41. About the guilty. 

42. What has brought you to the Hell. 

43. They will answer: We were not of those who 
prayed. 
44. Nor did we feed the destitute. 

45. We used to indulge in vain talk with the vain 
talkers. 
46. And we used to deny the Day of Judgment. 

47. Till that (death)came to us which is certain. 

48. So no intercession of any intercessor will 
benefit them. 
49. Then what is the matter with them that they are 
averse to admonishment. 
50. As if they were frightened asses. 

51. Fleeing from a lion! 

52. Nay, everyone of them desires that he should 
be given open scrolls (from Allah). 
53. Not at all. But they do not fear the Hereafter. 

54. Nay, verily, this (Quran) is an admonition. 

55. So whosoever wants, he may heed it. 

56. And they will not heed unless Allah wills. He 
is the One worthy to be feared and He is the One 
worthy of forgiving. 
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