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SURAH-71 

NOAH 

This is an early Makkan Surah which takes its name from the name of Prophet 
Noah which occurs in its very first verse.   

This Surah is entirely devoted to one subject and that is the story of Prophet 
Noah. It deals with preachings of Prophet Noah to his erring people and his struggle 
against their evils. Allah sent him to warn his people and invite them to the worship of 
One God, but they refused to listen to him. He impressed upon his people the 
benefits and rewards which they will get in case they believed in Allah and warned 
them of the painful doom in case they disbelieved and disobeyed. He also counted for 
them the favours which Allah had already bestowed on them. But all his preachings, 
admonitions and warnings failed. His wicked people continued worshipping their idols 
like Wadd, Suw’a, Yaghuth, Ya’uq and Nasr. So when the Prophet Noah lost hope of 
converting them to the religion (Al-Islam) he preached, he prayed to God to destroy 
the transgressors so that evil may not prosper on earth. God granted his prayer and 
drowned his wicked people. The purpose of relating this story during the early years 
of Muhammad’s mission is to warn the disbelievers of makkah of the evil 
consequences of the rejection of the messenger sent to them. 
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Lesson-339 : Story of Noah 

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 

1. Verily, We sent Noah to his people saying: 
Warn your people before a painful doom comes to 
them. 

2. He said: O my people! I am certainly a plain 
warner to you. 
3. That you should worship Allah, fear Him, and 
obey me. 
4. Allah will forgive you your sins and respite 
you to an appointed term. Verily, the term of 
Allah when it comes, cannot be deferred, if you 
did but know. 

5. He said: My Lord! I have called my people 
night and day. 
6. But all my calling has only added to their 
aversion. 
7. And each time I called to them that You may 
forgive them, they thrust their fingers in their ears 
and covered themselves up with their garments 
and persisted (in their disbelief) and became 
arrogant.   

8. Then I have called them openly. 

9. Then I have proclaimed to them in public, and 
I have appealed to them in private. 

10. And then I have said: Seek forgiveness from 
your Lord. Verily, He is ever Forgiving. 
11. He will send down to you abundant rain from 
sky. 
12. And He will help you with wealth and sons 
and He will give you gardens and will give you 
rivers.   

13. What is the matter with you that you have no 
regard for dignity of Allah. 
14. When He has created you in different stages. 

15. Do you not see how Allah has created the 
seven heaven, one above another. 
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16. And has placed therein moon as a light and the 
sun as a lamp. 

17. And Allah has caused you to grow as a growth 
from the earth. 
18. Afterwards He will return you into it and bring 
you forth again from it. 
19. And Allah has made the earth for you a wide 
expanse. 
20. That you may tread its broad roads. 

21. Noah said: My Lord! They have disobeyed me 
and followed him whose wealth and children have 
added to him nothing but ruin. 

22. And they have devised mighty plot. 

23. And they have said (to each other): Do not 
forsake your gods, and do not forsake Wadd, nor 
Suwa, nor Yaghuth and Yauq and Nasr. 

24. And they have indeed led many astray, and 
You do not increase the wrongdoers in anything 
except in error. 
25. Because of their sins they were drowned, then 
they were made to enter Fire, and they found none 
besides Allah to help them. 

26. And Noah said: My Lord! Leave not even one 
of the disbelievers on earth. 

27. For if you spare them, they will mislead your 
slaves and will beget none but wicked 
disbelievers.   

28. My Lord! Forgive me and my parents and him 
who enters my house as a believer and believing 
men and believing women. And increase not the 
wrong-doers in anything except in destruction. 
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SURAH-72 

AL-JINN 

This Surah takes its name from word Jinn which occurs in its very first verse. It is, 
no doubt, a Makkan Surah, though it’s exact date of revelation is not known. 

According to some commentators, the event of the Jinn’s hearing of the Qur’an 
which is the subject matter of verses 1-15 of this Surah is the same which occurred 
during Prophet’s return journey from Ta’if to Makkah in the 10th year of his mission 
and which has been referred to in verses 29-32of Surah Al-Ahqaf. But according to 
some other commentators like syed Abul Ala Maududi, both these events are 
different. The event which has been cited in this Surah has been related in Bukhari 
and Muslim on the authority of Ibn Abbas thus. Once the Prophet was going to visit 
the fair of ‘Ukaz with some of his companions. On the way he led the Fajr Prayer at 
Nakhlah. At that time a company of the Jinn happened to pass that way. When they 
heard the Qur’an being recited, they stopped and listened to it. 

Verses 1-15 of this Surah deal with the Jinn and state what was the impact of the 
Qur’an on them when they heard it. They immediately understood that the Qur’an 
shows the right way and they believed in it. They also declared that they will not 
associate partners to Allah in future. These verses also tell us that among the jinn 
there are some believers and some disbelievers and that some men invoke the 
protection of the Jinn. And that there are some Jinn who are obedient and some are 
disobedient to Allah. In the remaining verses of the Surah, the disbelievers of Makkah 
have been warned and admonished. Prophet has been instructed to invite them to 
Tauhid and tell them that his mission is only to convey the message of Allah. Only 
Allah has knowledge of the unseen and He reveals from it what he wants to His 
chosen ones among the messengers. 

It would be most appropriate and fair if we discuss the reality of the Jinn as there 
is a lot of controversy about their existence. Some modern scholars have expressed 
the view that the Jinn are not a real thing, they have no existence, they are merely a 
figment of superstition. Their view is not based on the claim that they have searched 
in the universe and have discovered that the jinn do not exist. Their view is simply 
based, without any evidence or proof, on the assumption that nothing exists in the 
universe except what they can see. Since they cannot see the jinn, therefore the jinn 
do not exist. There are some other writers who say that Jinn have no separate and 
independent existence, but the term sometimes refers to man’s animal forces and 
sometimes it implies the savage and wild tribes. However, the majority of the scholars 
of Qur’an believe that the Jinn are a real thing having independent existence like 
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other so many creations of God. Let us see what the term Jinn means and what the 
Qur’an says about them. 

 The root-verb of this term is “janna” which means he “concealed” or “covered 
with darkness”. According to classical philologists, al-jinn signifies that which is 
concealed from man’s senses i.e. things, beings or forces which cannot normally be 
perceived by man, but have, nevertheless, an objective reality of their own. In other 
words, the Jinn although living organisms are invisible beings with whom our physical 
senses cannot establish contact except under very exceptional circumstances.  

 The Qur’an refers to the Jinn as a separate and independent Creation of God 
like men, angels, and animals. They are living beings and are invisible to man. They 
cannot be regarded as belonging to human species. The Qur’an frequently addresses 
the Jinn and the mankind as separate entities. (please refer to 6:112, 6:128, 11:119, 
46:18, 55:15, 55:39, 55:74, 72:1-5). The Qur’an tells us that the Jinn were created 
before mankind (15:27), and this fact is also affirmed by the story of Iblis (the Satan) 
and Adam (the father of mankind) which has been repeated in the Qur’an several 
times. Iblis, who belonged to the specie of Jinn (Al-Qur’an 18:50), was already there 
when God created Adam and asked the angels to fall in prostration before Adam. All 
prostrated except Iblis who refused in his arrogance and thus became a disbeliever 
(Al-Qur’an 2:34). The Qur’an further tells us that God created the Jinn out of fire 
while man was created out of clay (15:26-27, 55:14-15). Thus Iblis, being a jinn, 
considered himself superior to man, and when God asked him why he has not 
prostrated before Adam at His Command, he retorted: I am better than him (Adam). 
You created me from fire while You created him from clay (15:12, 38:76).  

 God has made man (Adam and his off spring) Caliph (viceroy) on the earth 
(Qur’an 2:30, 6:165) and man is superior to the Jinn and many of God’s other 
creations (Qur’an 17:70). This superiority of the man over jinn is also proved by the 
fact that God commanded the angels including Iblis (who was a Jinn) to prostrate 
before Adam (Al-Qur’an 2:34, 7:11, 15:29-33). When Iblis refused, he was declared 
outcast and disbeliever and was expelled from heaven (Al-Qur’an 2:34, 15:34-35). 
However, the human beings donot see the Jinn while the Jinn see them (Al-Qur’an 
7:27).  

 The Jinn have been blessed by God with certain extra-ordinary powers and 
abilities (Al-Qur’an 27:39, 34:12-13). They can even ascend the heaven, but if they 
exceed a certain fixed limit, they are driven away by meteorites (Al-Qur’an 15:16-18, 
37:6-10, 72:8-9). The Qur’an has, however, rejected the notions of the pagan Arabs 
and other ignorant people that the Jinn are associates of God and are related to God, 
and thus eligible to be worshipped by the human beings (6:100, 34:40-41, 37:158, 
72:6). The polytheist Arabs not only worshipped the Jinn but also believed that the 
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Jinn had knowledge of the unseen. The Qur’an has strongly refuted this claim of the 
polytheists (34:14). 

 The jinn like men, are blessed with faculty of thinking, freedom of action, to 
distinguish between good and evil, and to choose between belief and disbelief. This 
fact is confirmed by the story of Iblis (Satan) which has been repeated at several 
places in the Qur’an and also by the two incidents reported by the Qur’an (46:29-32, 
72:1-2), when the Jinn listened to the Qur’an and appreciated its guidance. Among 
the Jinn, there are some believers and good-doers and some evil-doers (Al-Qur’an 
72:11-15). Surah (Chapter) 55 of the Qur’an tells us that both the men and the Jinn 
will be held responsible and accountable for their actions and on the Day of 
Judgement they will be punished for their sins (verse 39-41). Allah also sent 
messengers to the Jinn for their guidance as He sent messengers to mankind for their 
guidance (Al-Qur’an 6:130). 

As clearly stated by the Qur’an at several places, Iblis disobeyed God and refused 
to prostrate before Adam. Instead of repenting and asking forgiveness, he tried to 
justify his action by establishing his superiority over man. When he was declared an 
outcast and was banished, he asked for reprieve and expressed his resolve to beguile 
Adam and his children. God gave him respite till Doomsday and told Adam that Iblis is 
his enemy No 1 and so he should be careful about him. From that day, Iblis and his 
evil companions beguile the men by every possible means like evil suggestions, 
worldly temptations, making evil seem good to them, etc. But they have no authority 
to force the mankind to adopt evil path (please refer to 2:36, 2:168-169, 4:118-121, 
6:142, 7:11-27, 15:31-43, 17:61-65, 20:116-123, 38:72-86).     
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Lesson-340 : The Jinn listen to the 
Qur'an 
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful. 
1. Say (O Muhammad): It is revealed to me that a 
group of Jinn gave ear (to the Quran) and then 
they said (to their people): We have listened to a 
marvelous Quran. 
2. It guides to the Right path and so we have 
believed in it. And we shall never ascribe any 
partner to our Lord. 
3. And that our Lord’s majesty be exalted, He has 
neither taken a wife nor a son. 
4. And that the foolish among us used to utter 
atrocious lies against Allah. 
5. And verily, we thought that no man or jinn 
could utter a lie against Allah. 
6. And indeed there were some individuals 
among mankind who used to invoke protection of 
some individuals of the jinn, so they caused them 
to become more rebellious (against Allah). 

7. And they thought as you think that Allah will 
not raise anyone (as messenger to men or jinn). 

8. And that we sought to reach the heaven but 
found it filled with strong guards and shooting 
stars. 

9. And that we used to sit in places therein to 
listen. But he who tries to listen now finds a 
shooting star lying in ambush for him. 

10. And we do not know whether an evil is 
intended for those on earth or whether their Lord 
intends guidance for them. 

11. And among us there are some who are 
righteous while some of us are to the contrary. We 
are sects (or groups) having different ways. 
12. And we think that we cannot escape from 
Allah in the earth nor we can escape by flight. 

13. And when we listened to the guidance (the 
Quran), we believed in it. And whosoever believes 
in his Lord shall have neither the fear of loss nor 
of injustice. 
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14. And of us some are those who have 
surrendered (to Allah) and of us some are 
deviators from the truth. And whosoever has 
surrendered, such have sought the right way. 

15. And as for those who are unjust, they will 
become fuel for Hell. 
16. If they (the disbelievers) had followed the right 
path, We would certainly have given them 
abundant water to drink. 
17. That We may test them thereby. And whoso 
turns away from the remembrance of his Lord, He 
will thrust him into ever-growing torment. 

18. And the Mosques are for Allah (alone), so do 
not invoke anyone along with Allah. 

19. And when Allah’s slave (Muhammad) stood 
up in prayer to Him, they (the disbelievers) 
crowded on him (ready to attack). 
20. Say (O Muhammad, to them): I invoke only 
my Lord and I ascribe to Him no partner. 
21. Say: I have no power for you to cause you 
harm or to bring you to the right way. 
22. Say: Surely, no one can protect me from Allah 
nor can I find any refuge besides Him (if I disobey 
Him). 

23. My duty is only to convey what I receive from 
Allah and His messages. And whosoever disobeys 
Allah and His messenger, verily, for him is Fire of 
Hell to live therein for ever. 

24. Till, when they see that which they are 
promised, then they will know who is weaker in 
(respect of) allies and shorter in numbers. 

25. Say (O Muhammad): I do not know whether 
that (punishment) which you are promised is near 
or whether my Lord has set a distant term for it. 
26. (He is) the Knower of unseen, and He reveals 
to none His unseen (or secrets). 
27. Except to a messenger whom He has chosen 
and then He appoints guards to go before him and 
behind him. 

28. That He may know that they (the messengers) 
have indeed delivered the messages of their Lord. 
And He surrounds all that which is with them and 
He keeps count of all things. 
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